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THE NEWSCAST

THE ITALIAN RED CROSS ANNOUNCED THAT THE ISLAND OF LAMPEDUSA
HAS RECEIVED APPROXIMATELY 164,000 MIGRANTS SINCE MID-2023

The Italian Red Cross announced that Lampedusa has received more
than 164,000 migrants since the organization took over management
of the island's migrant reception center on June 1, 2023, including
39,000 people this year (2025). According to data released on
October 5, the Red Cross-run center has become a focal point for

rescue and reception operations in the Mediterranean, as the influx of

migrants from the African coast continues along one of the most B

dangerous migration routes to Europe.

GREEK AUTHORITIES ANNOUNCED THE
RECOVERY OF FOUR BODIES OF MIGRANTS
AFTER THEIR BOAT SANK OFF THE COAST
OF LESBOS ISLAND IN THE AEGEAN SEA

Just two days after the body of a woman was

recovered off the coast of Lesbos, Greek authorities | #%

announced Tuesday that four more migrants had been
found dead after their rubber dinghy sank near the
island. Thirty-four migrants on board were rescued,
the port police on Lesbos said in a statement on
October 7. The Greek Coast Guard recovered the four
bodies off the Gulf of Gera, while the survivors were
found on a nearby beach and later transferred to the
island's reception and registration center.
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A BRITISH COURT JAILS THREE
MEN FOR INVOLVEMENT IN
VIOLENCE OUTSIDE A HOTEL FOR
ASYLUM SEEKERS
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On Monday, October 6, a British court
sentenced three men to prison terms
ranging from 22 to 28 months for
participating in violence during protests last
July outside a hotel housing asylum seekers
in the London suburb of Epping.
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GREECE HAS ENDED ITS RENTAL
SUBSIDY PROGRAM FOR REFUGEES
AND LINKED AID TO THE PRESENCE

OF WORK OR INCOME
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Greece has announced a reduction in
refugee aid and its shift to training and

language programs to promote integration
and reduce government dependency.
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VATICAN: POPE CALLS FOR OVERCOMING STEREOTYPES AND PREJUDICES
TOWARD MIGRANTS

The head of the Catholic Church, Pope Leo XIV, called for
promoting a culture of fraternity and solidarity in dealing with

migration issues, stressing the need to overcome prejudice and |
indifference towards migrants and their suffering. The Pope's
remarks came during a homily he delivered on October 5 in St.
Peter's Square as part of the Jubilee celebrations for Migrants 3
and the Missionary World, which was attended by more than
40,000 believers. In his address, the Pope noted that "there are '

missionary men and women and faithful people of good will who *

work daily in the service of migrants, contributing to building a - \ Ftortom > ""
new culture based on fraternity and understanding, far removed
from prejudice and stereotypes.

THE HEAD OF GERMANY'S FEDERAL POLICE EUROPE IS SEARCHING FOR
WARNS THAT THE DISAPPEARANCE OF REJECTED | SOLUTIONS TO THE REFUGEE CRISIS...
ASYLUM SEEKERS IS A SYSTEMATIC AND COULD DEPORTATION CENTERS BE
INCREASING PHENOMENON IN THE COUNTRY THE KEY TO RECALIBRATING
Amid the escalating debate over immigration IMMIGRATION POLICY

policy in Germany, Federal Police Chief Dieter
Romann issued a stark warning of the worsening
crisis of failed deportations of rejected asylum
seekers, asserting that thousands of cases are
overturned each year and that many migrants

disappear before the decisions are implemented.

Amid escalating challenges related to
migration and asylum in Europe,
Germany, through its Interior Minister
Alexander Dobrindt, is leading a new
effort aimed at breaking the political

deadlock on this thorny issue.

A NEW TRAGEDY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN: A NUMBER OF MIGRANTS DIE OFF
THE ITALIAN COAST, AMID CONTROVERSY AFTER SURVIVORS WERE REFUSED
DISEMBARKATION AT THE NEAREST PORT

Two people died off the ltalian coast after 41 migrants spent more
than four days at sea on an overcrowded rubber dinghy before
being rescued by the humanitarian rescue organization SOS
Humanity on Saturday, October 4. Despite the survivors' critical
health, Italian authorities refused to allow the ship to dock at the
nearest port to provide urgent assistance. In a post on the X
platform, the organization said that two of the migrants died after a
complex rescue operation, explaining that the ship's crew arrived
too late, four days after a distress call, to find many of the
passengers severely exhausted from hunger, thirst, and
overcrowding.
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A NEW ART EXHIBITION HAS OPENED IN THE ITALIAN CAPITAL, ROME,
HIGHLIGHTING MIGRANTS AND MISSIONARIES AS BRIDGES BETWEEN THE
PAST AND THE PRESENT

The Italian capital, Rome, is hosting a comprehensive art
and cultural exhibition, held as part of the Jubilee of
Migrants and the Missionary World, telling the stories of
departures, encounters, and hopes that shaped the
history of peoples and their movement across
continents. Titled "Like Bridges Around the World: Life
Choices... Stories from Religious Missions, the exhibition
opened on October 3 and will run until November 16 in
the Grand Hall of the Quadreria of the Santo Spirito
Archaeological Complex in Sassia.
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AWOMAN'S BODY WAS FOUND AND 17
MIGRANTS WERE RESCUED AFTER THEIR
BOAT SANK IN THE AEGEAN SEA NEAR
THE GREEK ISLAND OF LESBOS

Greek authorities announced on Sunday the recovery of a
woman's body and the rescue of 17 migrants after a rubber
boat they were traveling in capsized off the island of Lesbos in
the Aegean Sea. A Greek Coast Guard spokeswoman told AFP
that the migrants were found near the wreckage of their boat,
adding: "The survivors informed us that a woman was missing
in the water.

THE RETURN OF SYRIAN REFUGEES
FROM LEBANON...A STEP BETWEEN
HOPE FOR STABILITY AND THE
DANGERS OF THE UNKNOWN

The Syrian refugee situation in Lebanon
witnessed rapid developments during

N7, the first nine months of the year, with

thousands returning to Syria despite

ongoing security and economic

challenges.

IRELAND ANNOUNCES A NEW FINANCIAL PROGRAM THAT WILL PROVIDE
MIGRANTS WITH BETWEEN €2,500 AND €10,000 IF THEY ABANDON THEIR
ASYLUM CLAIMS AND AGREE TO VOLUNTARILY RETURN TO THEIR COUNTRIES

The Irish government has announced a new program offering 4

financial incentives to migrants who wish to return voluntarily to s

their countries of origin, a move aimed at reducing the country's |

rising asylum system costs. Under the executive order signed by the e

Irish president, people whose asylum applications are still being
processed are allowed to withdraw from the system in exchange for

financial assistance of €2,500 per person and up to €10,000 per

family. The program is being overseen by Minister for Justice, 2 :
Home Affairs and Immigration Jim O'Callaghan, who described it as =

on the international protection system.
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